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Introduction 3

About the Toolbox:
1 This toolbox cont ains tips, information and some ideas f
10 thematic areas which you can talk about with your language partne r. That is the reason

why this projectis also calle d dl0-10-106 10 pictur es 8 10 hours & 10 meetings.

1 Each thematic area provides some intercultural information, suggests various subjects and
what kind of materials you can use to talk about them, and  includes tips for possible activities
or additional materials. The idea is that it serves as a guideline.

1 You are free to choose with which  topic you would like to start in the first meeting with your
language partner. Our advice is to select a topic that you really like to talk about.

9 You do not have to cover each topic for strictly one hour. Some topics migh t be discussed for
more than one hour and others might take |l ess. Yo
obliged to cover all the ten topics listed here d it is up to you to skip some of them if you or
your language partner do not want to talk about them and / or prepare additional topics
based on your common interests.

1 Be creative: bring and do whatever you think is fitting for the subject you want to talk about.

It all depends on you and your language partner! Feel encouraged to use your own creativ ity
and to collect additional information and materials.

General Tips:

9 The more visual aid you use the better. It is difficult and exhausting to imagine everything.
Any kind of demons trational material is welcome.

1 You can also use your smartphone to show pictures, search for information or show a clip
that explains or illustrates a particular issue.

1 In the beginning y our partner will talk in sh  ort and simple sentences and make a lot of

mistakes. Do not correct all errors all the time, but focus on those which can lead t o
misunderstanding s. When your partner 6 s | anguage s ki | |lysu camfecesomntnpr o v
details.

1 There are different ways to correct someone
o Director
o Indirect feedback - repeating what you partner said but in the correct way:

*0Yesterday | @06 ¢ Stoo ytelse emday you went to th
your own?
Pl ease use the indirect way, wh i c h this is less &udstratnd 0 c o

and more motivating . We tend to learn things much easier through positive feedback.
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tulipfoundation in Eurcpa e.V.

M A
| [—— ~@Voluntariat »




9 It is normal that you are not perfectly well informed about each of the listed subjects but you
should have some idea and be prepared in advance to talk about those which are of interest
to your partner.

9 It is important to ask your organisation in advance for a list with contacts or other sources of
information concerning topics such as 0 pr oxsferduarameeing the right s o f asylunm
oOpublic authoritieéd, ammldargwdde steuivtiicend, oOhow to

and where to get helpwithdif f er ent pr o b Byaorg this, ot will be informed about
the existing possibilities and you can easily show them to your language partner.

Have fun!
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THEMATIC AREA

Many young people are interested in s  port -
they watch football games on TV or live, visit
gyms or do yoga. Therefore, sport always

provides topics for conversaton an d

possibilities to meet friends

What you could talk about:

9 Popular sports in your country.

1 New or trendy sports ( yoga, fitne ss,
jogging, zumba, skateboarding, cycling ,
etcé ) .

1 Famous sports clubs or athletes (in your
country, i n your part
world wide).

9 Sports that you like
1 Places in town where you can practice some
sports for free.

What you could do:

1 Bring a picture of you practicing your
favourite sport, a picture of your sport idol
or of your favourite team.

1 Show you language partner your favourite
team tricot, the programme o f your sports
club, your sports equipment.

1 Watch the football game/tennis
match together and try to discuss it.

1 Bring a maga sine or an article about the
sport you are interested in.

1 Get active - go cycling or jogging in the
park; invite your langua ge partner to join
you and your friends playing football, go to
the gym together , etc.

“ Erasmus+
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1. Sport

What you could put in your toolbox:

Pictures of different sport disciplines; pictures
of famous athletes; a list of links w here to
check for current sport  events in the town &
forthcoming marathons, championships,
competitions, etc.; a list with websites to
search for different sports and where you can
practice them in the town; a town map with
cycle tracks; a town map with  information
about (open - air) sports facil ities, ideally some
with free a ccess; a list of places where you can
ner ds country and

buy s econd hand sport equipment; pictures of
the nearest lake/ mountain /beach/ river, etc.
and information on how to reach them;

pictures of ultras and s port hooligans & how to

recogni se and avoid them (list or map of places

where they usually gather).

N /)
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THEMATIC AREA

7
2. Interests, Free Time & Going out
Music What you could do:
Music is everywhere: in the club, in the 1 Show your language partner a picture of
supermarket, in movies, on the radio, in TV your instrument or the one you would like
commercials , etc. In Europe , young people to learn.
listen to music when they are on their own, 1 Listen to some music on your and your
when they meet friends, when they go for a run partnerds smartphone.
or sometimes even when they study for school 1 Show each other the first song you bought,
or university. Many young people play in a or your favourite song.
band, sing in a choir or learn to play an 9 Bring a picture of your favourite singers or
instrument. bands.
1 Show pictures of you (and your friends) at a
What you could talk about: . .
concert, music festival, etc.
o Play the national anthem of your countr on
Favourite singers and bands 1 Y y y
. . your smartphone
Favourite music genres
: Play a game: one person hums a currentl
Famous singers and bands f rom vyour 1 yadg P y
. famous song or his/her favourite song and
country and worldwide
. . the other has to g uess what it is.
9 Traditional music iny our country and other
. 9 Visit a concert together.
countries
' Where can you spot music in your everyday Other interests
life?
1 What is the importance of music in the Find out what your language partner 1 s
interested in . Maybe you both like to play

home country of your language partner ?
1 What instruments do you play / would you
like to play?
How do you buy a ticket for a concert?
find

Where do you information about

concerts and musical performances?

- Erasmus+
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chess, backgammon or  other games ? Tell your
language partner about your interests and find
out if he/she is curious to learn more or might

even share your interests.

Examples of some interests/hobbies:  Reading,

playing
video - games, going to the cinema, visiting art

watching movies, meeting friends,

gall eries and

@
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What you could do:

9 Bring the curren t program me of your local

cinema, instrument, favourite
book ,

i Teach each other games of cards or other

your your

your |l ongboardé
games.

1 Practice the different ways
time of the day (use a clock).

1 Look at the program me of the cinema and
talk about the movies you would like to

watch. Which of them have exceptional
length ; when and where are they shown
when and how do you buy tickets?
Watch a movie together.
Go to a youth centre or another place where
you can meet people, play table tennis or
table football.

1 Meet

games/card games/board games  é

to play chess /backgammon/video

Visit a museum or an art gallery together.
Watch a theatre performance together.
Discuss your favourite books and authors
or exchange books.

Organise a picnic together.

Discuss the usual tip that you have to give
in your country when you  pay your bill in a
restaurant, café or bar.

1 Go to a café together.
What you could put in your toolbox:

Pictures of instruments and notes; pictures of
famous singers and bands from your country;

the lyrics of your national anthem; a printed

- Erasmus+
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monthly or weekly brochure for the

forthcoming events in your town; a list with
websites where you can check the forthcoming
events in the town and the programmes of the
cinemas, theatres, galleries, museums, etc; a
list with festivals taki ng place regularly in your
town (music festivals, film festivals, dance

festiv als, design festivals, youth festivals,
science festivals, night of the museums, night
of the theatres, etc.); a list with spots for street

musician s; an article about a singer, band,
concert, exhibition, movie or festival; a list with
nice bars or small clubs in your town where
you can listen to local bands/singers for free; a
clock with movable hands; a list with famous or
interesting museums and art galleries that are

worth a visit in your tow , plus information on

whether they have a free entrance day; a set of
cards (to play) B n_r Ly
FEEl i
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THEMATIC AREA
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3. Family, Friends & Relationships

As your language partner is most likely a
refugee he/she might not want to talk about
this topic because of the loss of some family
members or friends. It takes some time and
understanding to be sure that your language
partner feels comfortable with the conver -
sation. You need to be careful and ready to
change the subject if you notice that your
language partner does not feel comfortable
with it. But for most of the r  efugees, family is
the most important thing in life, so it might

also be positive for them to talk about their

family .

Family

Nowadays there are many different ways a
family can look like. The most common

constellat ion is a mother, a father and a
child/children. But there are a lot of single
parent households or patchwork - families too.
When two people who already have children
from previous relations or marriage fall in love ,
they form a patchwork family. In some
European countries , homosexual couples can
also legally marry and adopt children. Those
fami | i es ar e cal | dedg referrng n f
to the rainbow flag which is used as a symbol

of the LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans -
gender) community. There is also a difference

bet ween Oi ndi vi desda Ini véhiehd

- Erasmus+
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everyone cares for their own happiness, and

ocoll ective

being of family as a whole is more important

than the wellbeing of its individual members.

In some cou ntries there is a wider understan -

ding of the term  d&amily 6 and therefore a lot

more people are seen as

What you could talk about:

1 Family members

1 Family tree s and the use of the correct vo-
cabulary (father, mother, daughter, son,
brother, sister, uncle, aunt,
mother, grandfather, grandchildren, wife,
husband ¢)

1 Family constellations (s
sex parents, patchwork, number of chi -
dren)

1 Roles - who works? Who takes care of the
children and the house? Who repairs things?

1 Does the whole fam ily live in the same
house?

cousin, gran d-

ingle parent, same

1 Family events (Who is invited ? How many of

them are there? Who cooks/ brings food? Is
there a certain meal course? Do you bring

gifts?)

o What you, caquld do:

1 Bring a picture of your family or a
event end explain what
and who took p art

s % chOragv tyour own family tree, maybe also u
ing photos of the family member

L
7 K
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9 Think of TV families: w hich family is like
yours? Which one is the funniest?  What does
a otypical o family in

Friends

Different people in different countries in E u-
rope are different in their hospitality, their wil I-
ingness to help a stranger or a neighb  our and
in the time they need to become friends. Ne V-
ertheless, the easiest way to find friends is

spending time together , for example at school,
at university or at work. Another option is
spend ing time together practising a hobby or

sharing some experienc e (wihning a game
against another team , enjoying a nice concert

together é) .

What you could talk about:

1 How important are friends  to you?

1 What do you and your friends do together?

9 For how long have you known your friends?

1 Where and how can you meet people of

your age in the town?

1 Do you have friends of different nationa -
lities?
Are your friends mostly all male or female?

How do you organise a party with your
friends? How do you get to a party and how
do you get back home?

1 Are there parties you are allowed to go to
even if you are under 18?

91 Are there limits or restrictions for underage

persons?

- Erasmus+
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What you could do:

o I+ Shevs xpw fapgiiage RAGNRN seme pigtures

of your friends and your adventures toget h-
er.

I Take your language partner to a place
where people of his/her age usually go,
such as a park, a youth centre, a square, a
bar, a mu sic club, sports facilities, etc.

9 Talk about greeting people the right

do you s ayourdbss, lyduro 6
teacher, your mother, a friend é

9 Talk about the usual physical distance b  e-
tween you and your boss/teac her and b e-
tween you and your friends.

way,
how

Relationships

Relationships vary from one country to anot h-
er, from culture to culture, a  nd from religion to

religion. Your |l anguage
and expectations will to a large part depend on
where he/she comes from . For example, in
Syria, a man has to court a girl for weeks or
months and she may repeat edly reject himb e-
fore they start dating or become a couple. In
Europe, things are different. Two people who
have feelings for one another simply become a
couple. If one of them is not happy about ge t-
t hen

tingcloseand says O0noo,

onood annot hatdegr 6., gussstile|xt y
pect the boy to make the first step. In many
European countries , homosexuality is accepted

or at least is not illegal.

o
> > 7(
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What you could talk about:

T

1

How do you talk to someone you would like
to go out with? What do you say? How to
show your interest in a respectful way?

What is a good place for a first date?

What could you talk about on your first
date? What do you wear?

Should you kiss on the first date?

What can you do if the other person wants
to get more intimate?

What can you do if someone that you are
not interested in keeps texting you?

What would you perfect partner look and be
like?

What is important for you in a relationship ?

What you could do:

T

Watch movies or series together and focus
on how the characters talk to the opposite
sex and what they talk  about during their
dates.

Imagine you go on a first date:  where would
you go? What would you wear? What would
you talk about?

Practice a model dialogue on how to ar-
range a date or a meeting with a friend.

Share tips about what you should or should

not do if you want to get to know someone.

What you could put in your toolbox:

Pictures of different family constellations or

members; a life -style magazine or an article

about a TV family fro m your favourite movie or

N/ o >
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series; a picture of a group of friends; monthly
or weekly program mes of the places that you

usually visit with your friends; pictures of dif-

ferent (TV) couples.

Gemeinsam leben & lernen
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4. School, University & Apprenticeship

School, vocational school and university are
important because of the general principle: the
better your education , the better your chances
of being successful inlife and of finding a

well - paid job.

In most European countries,  education starts in
nurseries and kindergartens, followed by pr i-
mary and secondary school and in some cases

by studying at university.
What you could talk about:

1 How does the school system in your cou  n-

try work?
1 What about the school system in your la  n-
guage partnerd6s country

I Which subjects are taught? How many
grades are there ?

1 Which are the fam ous universities in your
town/ country?

9 How can you get a scholarship?

1 Can you apply for an apprenticeship? How?

What you could do:

1 Bring a picture of your school/
workplace.

1 Tell your language partner about your
school curriculum and your timetable

1 Draw a diagram to explain the educational
system in your country.

university/

1 If your partner wants to study , you can
show him/her websites of some local
schools and/or universities.

m Erasmus+

N/
~@Voluntariat ¢

1 Show him/her some scholarship an-
nouncements online.

1 Take a current newspaper and look at the
job advertisements and
tion that they ask for

1 Show him/her some a pprenticeship an-

the kind of educ a-

nouncements
What you could put in your toolbox:

A diagram of the educational system in your
country; flyers of your local universities; a lis 't
of educational fairs (presenting schools and
universities) in your town; a list with career
forums /events in your town; a list with useful
websites that help to get prepared for  univers i-

ayf entry exangsiorms¢hool exams.

Gemeinsam leben & lernen
In Eurcpa V.
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THEMATIC AREA

16

5. Interesting Things in my Town/Country

If you like to travel , you know pretty well that

the best way to explore a new place is to find
someone local to reveal its secrets to you. Now
your town is the new home for your language
partner and you are in the role of the local
guide. If you are a student and/  or you have not
lived in the town for a long time, you may even
be able to tell each other the difficulties you
might have experienced during your first days

in this town.

What you could talk about:

9 Tell yo ur language partner very
history of the town.

briefly the

1 Which interesting and special places are
there in your town and the surrounding ar-
ea?

1 Which interesting destinations would you
recommend for one - day trip s?

I What is the most practical means of
transp ort (bike, bus, train, car) ?

1 Haveyou alreadyse en our townadg

beautiful/important buildings/monuments
/landmarks ?

1 Have you al ready been to the closest riv-
er/ lake/ cave/mountain/ seaside/ forest ?

1 Do you know any pretty villages or cities

close to our town that  are worth a visit?

What you could do:

91 Bring photos of beautiful landmarks from
the town and the surroundings.
1 Show the city to your language partner

m Erasmus+
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1 Go for awalk or

1 Get further
sightseeing in your town.

9 Visit the town museum together.

on a short trip together.
information about activities and

What you could put in your toolbox:

Photos of beaut iful and i nteresting lan dmarks
from around your town; a map of the city; a

country map; pictures of other i nteresting
things in or close to your town that are worth
to visit; i nformation for poss ible one - day trip s;
a guide - book for your town/  country; an inte r-
esting a rticle about your town/ country; photos

from your trips around the cou  ntry.

Sprachpaten :i
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THEMATIC AREA
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6. Travelling & Transport

Public transport systems

The public transport system is often organised
differently in different countries. Because of
this, it is important for refugees to know how it

works in your town and countr y. Do you need

to buy a ticket in ad vance? Can you buy it from
a machine or fro m the driver inside the vehicle?
When do you h ave to pay a penalty and how

much itis ?
What you could talk about:

1 Public transport bus, tram,
metro, train ...

1 How and where do you buy ticke ts? Are they
valid for various
Are there daily, weekly, monthly or annual
transport cards?

1 Discuss and compare the driving habits
(right/left side of the road) and traffic
(safety) regulations in your countries.

1 What is the ¢ heapest means of transport:
bicy cle, bus, train, car,

1 What are the favourite

in your town:

means of public transport?

plane?
holiday destinations

in your coun try?

N /]
~@Voluntariat

What you could do:

1 Bring your own ticket or transport card.

1 Go to the tra m/bus/ metro stop and explain
to your language partner how to buy a tic k-
et and how you can do it online.

1 Show your language partner the website of
your cities public transport

routes, stops, timet a-

company & ex-
plain how to check
bles, etc.

i Bring two identic city map s and look for
differ ent landmarks. Then you sit back to
back and your partner has to describe the
way from one landmark to the other. You
have to follow the instructions on your own
map and check if you end up at the place
your partner means to direct you to . In the
next round, Yyou give instructions and your
partner has to follow them on his/her map.

1 Imagine that y ou are organising a trip:  try
to figure out how long it will take, what
kind of public transport you
you willyouget t i cket s é

1 Go to the internet and look
interesting destinations & but be careful not
to book them! Check for low

1 Bring a photo from a former vacation or trip

can use, how
for flights to
- price offers.

and explain how yo u got there.
Driver’s License

Many refugees might have to pass a drivin g
test in your country, e ither because they want
to learn how to drive or because

license is not valid in your country.

. o
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What you could talk about:

T

Different components and requirements for
a driverds |
in a drivin g course - theoretical lessons and
practical driving lessons; first aid course;
passing exams in both the theory and
tice of driving; eye test; photograph.
Costs for theoretical and practical lessons
first aid course, eye
the driving license, etc.
Have you already passed a driving test?
What was your experi ence with it?

Do you have a o0dream
love to own?

cense in

Are there any particular traffic rules that
you would like to discuss?

What do you think about the driving habits
in our country?

The importance -
mental consequences 9 of using cars as the
most popular means of transport.

Is it necessary or practical to have a car in
our town?

but also the environ

- Erasmus+
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What you could do:

1 Show your language partner the material

0 u r that yow used toystudy ®rmyouo | rdréving test
T I'f you have a o0dream
it and explain what you like about this car.

1 Have alook at a first aid set.

1 Check whether it is possible to ta ke the
theoretical part of the driving test in any
other languages then the official language
of your country.

1 Browse the internet for driving course o f-
fers.

ar 6 that you would

What you could put in your toolbox:

A transport map of your town; (pictures of ) dif-

ferent types of transport tickets ;amap or a
link to a website with cycle tracks; a map or a
in the

link to a website showing parking zones

city ; pictures of different places in or outside

your town; a photo  that you took on  a vacation;

some information on traffic rules and the pr o-
cedure of a driving test in your; an overview of
different traffic signs (or a link to a websit e
related to the
py of

a list with websites

with information ); pictures
themes of first aid and car driving; a co
your country traffic law;
where you can prac tise for you driving theory

exam.

>
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THEMATIC AREA

People in most European countries usually have
three meals a day 0 breakfast, lunch and di n-
ner. Describe your own eating habits and ask

your language partner about his/her food cu s-

toms and talk about similarities and diffe  r-
ences. You can then compare your own eating
habits with those of your language partner and
discuss whether your habits make you typical

representatives of your respective culture.

What you could talk about:

1 Your favourite meals

9 Traditional cuisi ne of yo ur country

1 Special customs such as having coffee  and
cake in the afternoon

1 At which time of the day do you eat which
type of meal (breakfast, lunch, di  nner; hot,
cold, sweet, savoury é ? )

1 Is cooking one of your hobbies?

1 Where can you buy products fo r cooking 0
groce ry store, markets, supermarkets é ?

1 The measurements you have in your cou n-
try (grams, kil ogr ams,

1 Do you go to special shops which offer food
or prepared meals from different countries?

1 Which types of ingredients do you often use
for cooking?

1 What do you usually eat for breakfast/
lunch/dinner?

1 Do you drink alcohol alongside your meal S?

- Erasmus+
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7. Food & Cooking

1 The consumption of alcohol in general:
What is the legal age for drinking alcohol?
In which situatio ns and on which occasions
do people drink alcohol?

What you could do:

9 Bring a picture of your favourite food.

1 Cook your favourite meals for each other.

1 Write down the recipes of your favourite
meals and swap them so that both of you
can cook them at home. At your next mee t-
ing, y ou can discuss if you liked your par  t-
nerds favourite meal,
the ingredients, if you tried out any new
spicesé

1 Go to the supermarket together and see if
you can find all the ingredients your la n-
guage partner will need for his/her favou r-
ite meal.

1 Show your language partner different sp e-
cialty shops in your town (for example,
Turkish stores, Chinese stores, Arabic
stores, Indian spices stores, etc.)

.‘nt ?I%ysa’menéo)ry game with food items and

cooking items.
What you could put in your toolbox:

Pictures of traditional meals; information on
how to convert measurements; pictures of food
and cooking items; a recipe of your favourite
meal; a cookbook; recent supermarket br o-

chures.

L
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THEMATIC AREA
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8. Culture, Traditions & Celebrations

Your partner may already have been living in
your country for a couple of months and pe r-
haps already has some experiences with your
national culture. You may talk about this to
find out about his/ her impression of your cu I-
ture so that you can start your conversation
from this point. By doing this, you can clarify
some unrealistic or wrong expectations that

your language partner may have.
What you could talk about:

1 Describe some of your national or regional
traditions (celebrations, religious and pr i-
vate festivities, public holidays, clothing,
musi cé) .

1 How do people celebrate different occ a-
sions? What type of food is served? Who is
part of the celebrations? Are ther
particular procedures or rituals for different

€ some

occasions?

1 Have you ever attended a traditional cel e-
bration in another country?

1 Are you familiar with any traditions from
other countries?

1 What types of festive occasions exist in
your town? What events do you celebrate?
(Personal celebrations: our first day at
school, birthdays, weddings; religious and
public holidays:
Easter, name - day, bapti sing; national day,
public holidays; further special occasions or

carnivalsortraditi onal fairs, ¢€)

1 How closely are different traditions co n-
nected to religion?

- Erasmus+
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1 What celebrations are popular in your la  n-
guage partnerds

1 Is religion important to the majority of pe o-
ple in your country?

1 Is religion important to you personally?

What you could do:

1 Show your lan guage partner pictures of
your first day at school, a birthday party,
the | ast

9 Take your language partner
and show him/ her what you can see and do
there.

1 Depending on the season you could bake
Christmas bi scuits together or colour Easter
eggs, you can make a birthday cake , pre-
pare food for a party or do any other activ -
ties for a forthcoming celebration.

1 Do a city tour together and show your la n-
guage partner the different religious lan d-
marks in your town ( a church, a mosque, a
synagog.ueé

1 Show him/ her the places in town where you
celebrate your national and public holi days
(a city square, a monument € ) .

to a celebration

What you could put in your toolbox:

Pictures of traditional celebrations and hol i-

days; pictures of a birthday cake; pictures of
Y, 2

m ﬁrsé\mrks’}l & st of ep%brlico ﬁolidaEy\s/; epi(‘:tures of

Christmas decorations or Easter eggs; pi ctures
of you and your family or friends at different

festive occa sions.
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country?
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